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A FAITH-BASED, NOT-FOR-PROFIT HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
RIVERSIDE METHODIST HOSPITAL  +  GRANT MEDICAL CENTER   
DOCTORS HOSPITAL  +  GRADY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL  +  DUBLIN METHODIST HOSPITAL 
DOCTORS HOSPITAL–NELSONVILLE  +  HARDIN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL  
MARION GENERAL HOSPITAL  +  REHABILITATION HOSPITAL  +  O’BLENESS HOSPITAL 
MEDCENTRAL MANSFIELD HOSPITAL  +  MEDCENTRAL SHELBY HOSPITAL   
WESTERVILLE MEDICAL CAMPUS  +  HEALTH AND SURGERY CENTERS 
PRIMARY AND SPECIALTY CARE  +  URGENT CARE  +  WELLNESS  +  HOSPICE   
HOME CARE  +  28,000 PHYSICIANS, ASSOCIATES & VOLUNTEERS

OhioHealth is a faith-based, not-for-profit 

healthcare system. As Ohio’s largest healthcare 

system, we are committed to our mission: 

improve the health of those we serve.



what is faith  
community nursing?
Faith Community Nursing, also called Parish 
Nursing, began in 1992. This specialized practice 
of professional nursing focuses on intentional 
care of the spirit, promotion of holistic health, 
illness prevention and health improvement 
within a faith community.

what guides faith 
community nursing?
According to the American Nursing Association,  
Faith Community Nurses must be guided by the  
following principles:

 + Effective healthcare requires more than medical 
treatment of the disease or illness

 + Promotion of health and healing is part of the mission 
and service of a faith community

 + Wellness and wholeness can only fully be achieved 
when we acknowledge the close connection between 
mind, body and spirit

Adopted from Scope and Standards of Practice Faith 
Community Nursing, Second Edition 

what does a faith 
community nurse do?
Faith Community Nurses serve in roles specific to a faith 
community’s needs. Most often, Faith Community Nurses:

 + Assist or accompany clergy on hospital, extended care 
facility or home visits

 + Provide health education programs on disease 
prevention and health and wellness while supporting 
the mind, body and spirit

 + Facilitate the location of necessary community 
assistance programs, such as home care, food pantries 
and support groups

 + Improve health literacy that promotes better self-care

why should my 
congregation consider 
the ohiohealth faith 
community nursing 
program?

 + Health and wellness coordinators assist with  
designing the ministry to meet the unique  
needs of each congregation

 + Monthly forum meetings are held for Faith  
Community Nursing education, resources,  
fellowship and spiritual nurturance

 + Outreach activities that improve health access and 
health literacy

 + Support in developing faith-based health promotion and 
disease prevention program

 + Linkage to OhioHealth primary care physicians and other 
OhioHealth services throughout central Ohio

 + Promote cooperative efforts among faith  
communities, hospitals, other healthcare  
organizations and the community

join the partnership
There are a few basic steps to develop your congregation’s 
health and wellness ministry with a Faith Community Nurse. 
To get started:

 + Meet with your senior congregational leadership for 
support of the ministry

 + Designate at least one leader to the ministry

 + Schedule a meeting with the OhioHealth Faith 
Community Nursing program leaders

we can’t wait to get started!
For more information or to discuss becoming a partner of the 
Faith Community Nursing program, please contact: 

Linda Ross, RN
Clinical nurse manager, OhioHealth Community  
Health and Wellness
(614) 566.9347
linda.ross@ohiohealth.com


